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Douglas Verne Wasson (1924-1930) 
 

Douglas was the second of four children born to Duncan and Esther Wasson. 

 

Duncan and Esther Wasson’s son Douglas was born August 11, 1924.  He lived his entire life on 

the family farm just east of Onslow, Iowa, having died in early 1930 at the age of five.  Because 

he died so young, there are few known details about his life.  Surviving family photos and news 

articles suggest a typical childhood. 

 

 
At 11 pounds, Douglas was a rather large baby when he was born, Anamosa Eureka, August 14, 

1924 

 

Douglas joined his parents, Duncan and Esther, and brother Walter, who was born in 1923.  

Douglas was joined by another brother, Glenn, in 1927.  His brother Boyd was born in 1936, six 

years after Douglas died. 

 

 
Douglas at the original house on the farm where he was raised, about 1925 
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Douglas on Esther’s lap and Walter, about 1924 at his grandparents’ house on 23rd (Wilson) 

Avenue 

 

 
Douglas on Esther’s lap, about 1924 
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Walter and Douglas, about 1925 

 

 
Walter and Douglas, about 1925 
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Douglas, Esther and Walter, about 1926 

 

 

 
Douglas, about 1926 at his grandparents’ house on 23rd (Wilson) Avenue 

 

 
At 1 ½ years old, Douglas caught a finger in the washer wringer, Anamosa Eureka, January 28, 

1926 
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Douglas, about 1926 at his grandparents’ house on 23rd (Wilson) Avenue 

 

 
Esther, Walter and Douglas visited Cedar Rapids in advance of the wedding there between Frank 

Lang and Esther’s sister Carrie, Cedar Rapids Gazette, June 10, 1926 
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Walter (2nd) and Douglas (3rd) with cousins Edith (left) and Hugo (right), children of Henry and 

Lillian Gensicke, at Sunnydale Farm, about 1927 

 

 
Walter (2nd) and Douglas (3rd) with playmate/distant cousin James Egly (left), about 1928 
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Esther, Glenn, Douglas, Walter and Duncan at the 23rd (Wilson) Avenue home of Esther’s 

parents and the boys’ grandparents, F.H. and Hannah Gensicke, probably 1927 

 

 
Douglas, Glenn and Walter 
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In May 1928, the Jones County Farm Bureau conducted a set of courses focused on child care 

and training.  One of the courses was tied to a study of the reactions of children to books and 

playthings.  For this session, a group of ten nursery school children were used as study subjects.  

These children included Walter and Douglas. 

 

 
Nursery school children including Walter and Douglas Wasson were observed for how they 

interacted with a variety of toys, Cedar Rapids Gazette, May 27, 1928 
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Glenn, Walter and Douglas Wasson, 1928 
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Douglas, Esther, Walter, Glenn and Duncan after the formal photo session; the boys are wearing 

the same clothes as in the formal photo session, 1928 
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Douglas, lower left, visiting his grandparents at the Bear Farm, with his mother, brothers and other 

relatives, 1928  

 

 
Douglas, rightmost of the four children, with his grandfather at the Bear Farm, with his mother, brothers 

and other relatives, 1928  
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Hannah Gensicke, and Douglas and Esther Wasson at Bear Farm, 1928 

 

 
In early 1929, Douglas spent a month in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, spending time with his 

grandparents, F.H. and Hannah Gensicke, and his aunt and uncle, Harb and Jessie Orr; the Orrs 

returned him to Onslow in mid-February, Anamosa Eureka, February 14, 1929 

 

In August 1929, Esther Wasson and her sons Walter, Douglas and Glenn travelled to Cedar Rapids 

to visit her parents and the boys’ grandparents, F.H. and Hannah Gensicke.  While they were in 

Cedar Rapids, Douglas went to the hospital to have his tonsils removed.   Duncan joined them in 

Cedar Rapids the following Sunday, when the whole family attended a Gensicke family reunion 

at Ellis Park before returning to Onslow. 

 

 
Esther and sons Walter, Douglas and Glenn visit Cedar Rapids, Anamosa Journal, August 15, 

1929 
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In October 1929, Esther, Walter, Douglas and Glenn returned to Cedar Rapids for a weekend 

stay with her parents;  while they were in Cedar Rapids, Esther attended the funeral of Mrs. 

Otillie Armstrong, mother to Esther’s sister-in-law Lillian Armstrong Gensicke, who was married 

to Esther’s brother Henry, Anamosa Eureka, October 24, 1929 

 

Shortly after Douglas turned five, he began first grade at Onslow Public School.  In November 

1929, the students in the first six grades put on a school program. 

 

 
Douglas sang the See-Saw Song with classmate Betty Mae Babcock, and joined classmates on at 

least one more song in an Onslow school program, Monticello Express, November 14, 1929 
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Over the holidays, Douglas, Walter and eventually Glenn all caught the measles.  In Douglas’ case, 

the measles progressed to pneumonia with possible heart complications.  Pneumonia had a 

relatively high mortality rate in those days as sulfapyridine and penicillin were not yet available 

to treat it.  Douglas died the morning of Sunday January 5, 1930. 

 

 
Douglas’ death was reported in the Wyoming Journal, January 9, 1930 

 

    
It was also reported on in the Anamosa Eureka (left) and Anamosa Journal (right), both January 

9, 1930 
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Douglas’ funeral was held Tuesday January 14 at the Onslow Presbyterian Church.  There were a 

number of attendees including Duncan and Esther’s families who had come from Cedar Rapids, 

as well as Douglas’ first grade class.  Douglas was buried in the Wasson family plot in Wyoming 

Cemetery, Wyoming, Iowa. 

 

 
Douglas’ funeral, Anamosa Eureka, January 16, 1930 
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Douglas Wasson’s marker, Wyoming Cemetery, Wyoming, Iowa 
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